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U-WIDE HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

June 11, 2020 Meeting Minutes | 2:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. | 
 Elected Member*   Appointed Member*   Labor Union Member* 

X Ryan Hawkinson (1)    Mark Pekarek (2) X Ann Aumann, SEIU 925 

X Carmen Parisi (1)  Kurt Oglesby (3)   Paula Lukaszek, WFSE Local 1488 

 Erick Rostad (2) X Beth Hammermeister (4) X Christine Kang, UAW 4121 

X Tony Colinares (3) X Liz Kindred, Vice-chair (5) X Amanda Clouser, UAW 4121 

X Christine Aker (4) X David Zuckerman (10)  Vacant, ASUW 

 Michael Sage (5)     

X  Sarah O’Hara (6)     

X Tamara Leonard (6)     

X Martin Arroyo (7)      

X Alexa Russo (7)     

X Wade Haddaway (8)    Faculty Senate Member* 

X Christopher Barrett (8)   X Lesley Colby, Comparative Med 

X Sonia Honeydew, Chair (9)     

X Colleen Irvin (9)     

X David Warren (10)     

      

 Env Health & Safety Member**  Ex-Officio Member**  Ex-Officio Member** 

X Katia Harb X Susan-Wagshul-Golden, UWT  Vacant, Capital Planning & Dev 

X Denise Bender X Chris Pennington, UWF   Felicia Foster, AGO 

X Erin McKeown X Tracey Mosier, UWF  X Nancy Gwin, AGO 

X  Andreea Minea X Rick Gleason, DEOHS  Lt. Chris Jaross, UWPD 

X Manisha Konnur X Steve Charvat, UWF EM  Vacant, Transportation Services 

X Jenna Gravley  Barry Morgan, UWF EM X Ken Nielsen, Risk Services 

    X Matt Weber, Director Risk Services 

Quorum is 12 or more of voting members 

X  - attended meeting 

*     voting members 

**   non-voting member 
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Agenda 

 

1. Call to Order  

2. Attendance/Quorum  

3. Approval of May meeting minutes   

4. COVID-19  

5. Office Ergonomics 

6. Organizational group reports 

7. Union reports 

8. Ex-Officio reports  

9. EH&S updates   

10. Good of the order  

11. Adjourn  

 

Recorded by Manisha Konnur 

 

This meeting was conducted on Zoom to adhere to physical distancing protocols during the COVID-19 pandemic 

per guidance from the Washington State Department of Health, and the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention.  

 

1. Call to Order   

Sonia Honeydew called the meeting to order at 2:32 pm. She announced the meeting was being 

recorded, asked that attendees mute themselves when not speaking, and described that votes 

would be conducted by asking those who oppose or abstain to indicate so. 

 

2. Attendance/Quorum 

Sonia conducted attendance and quorum was met. 

 

3. Approval of May meeting minutes  

May meeting minutes were approved.  
 

4. COVID-19 Update  

 

Katia Harb provided a COVID-19 update. She noted that King County is in modified Phase 1 of 

Governor Inslee’s Safe Start program, and described the process for moving to the next phase. 

Katia described the Back to the Workplace Task Force’s “UW COVID-19 Prevention Plan for the 

Workplace”, including Attachment A, the unit- or site-specific plan template. She described the 

site-specific plan submission process and training requirements, and reviewed the six elements of 

the plan. She relayed the UW requirement for face coverings and summarized public health 

guidance reminders. Katia differentiated between the UW online training required for all 

employees before returning on-site (“COVID-19 Safety Training: Back to the Workplace”), and site-

specific plan training that is required initially and upon plan updates. A copy of the presentation 

was forwarded to committee members on June 12.  

https://www.ehs.washington.edu/system/files/resources/COVID-19-Prevention-Plan-for-the-Workplace.pdf
https://www.ehs.washington.edu/system/files/resources/COVID-19-Prevention-Plan-for-the-Workplace.pdf
https://www.ehs.washington.edu/training/covid-19-safety-training-back-workplace
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Discussion included:  

 the expectation that employees work remotely if possible, and that physical distancing is 

required through Phase 4 

 how departments should purchase COVID-19 supplies (units strategically designate access to 

the Safe and Clean Storefront; departments pay for supplies), 

 departments must supply face coverings to all employees (Facilities supplies to custodians), 

but employees may bring their own, 

 EH&S established a new Employee Health Center email address for COVID related issues and 

case reporting -- covidehc@uw.edu,  

 updated COVID-19 symptom guidance; now recommend testing even if mild symptoms or 

experienced close contact but have no symptoms. This will change the Workday symptom 

attestation so users of paper attestation forms should adjust those forms accordingly. 

 ongoing efforts between EH&S and Purchasing to verify attestation plans of UW partners, 

including delivery drivers on campus,  

 employees who have already been working on-site should immediately take the UW online 

COVID-19 training,  

 EH&S is not asking or recommending that departments monitor temperatures onsite; but 

departments that do so must work with HR and Employee Health regarding records 

management. 

 the COVID-19 Resource FAQ page includes testing information, with a link to King County free 

testing sites. Note that a test the day after potential exposure is inconclusive; wait a few days. 

 

5. Office Ergonomics  

 

Andreea Minea presented on Office Ergonomics.  She defined musculoskeletal disorder and how 

ergonomics works to control the risk factors of repetition, awkward posture, and contact stress. 

Andreea described work zones at a workstation, then delved into risk factor issues and solutions, 

including rest break software, and looked at common issues with using a laptop as a primary 

computer. She shared resources, including the EH&S Ergonomics page with its link to the Office 

Ergonomics Evaluation Form (for online self-assessment or requesting on-site evaluation), a poster 

for office stretches, and mention of the Access Technology Center for sampling ergonomic 

equipment. A copy of the presentation was forwarded to committee members on June 12.  

Andreea is available to provide department training upon request. 

 

 

6. Organizational Group Reports  

 

HSC 1 –Ryan Hawkinson said that HSC-1 met via Zoom this morning (June 11). They had quorum. 

They reviewed OARS reports, approved last month’s meeting minutes, discussed COVID-19 Return 

to Work and the need for training related to de-escalating potential conflicts surrounding racial 

tensions.   

 

mailto:covidehc@uw.edu
https://www.ehs.washington.edu/workplace/ergonomics
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HSC 2 – Erik Rostad and Mark Pekarek were not present at the meeting today, so Chris Pennington 

provided the update. She said that HSC-2 met on June 11 and reviewed OARS reports. The 

committee is beginning to work on a charter.   

 

HSC 3 – Anthony Colinares said HSC-3 met and reviewed OARS reports. They also approved the 

April meeting minutes.  

 

HSC 4 – Christine Aker and Beth Hammermeister said that HSC-4 met on May 26 and approved 

April meeting minutes. They reviewed OARS reports, discussed COVID-19 resources on the EH&S 

website and had a brief discussion on water quality and safety for the buildings. They also 

discussed the signage for single-occupancy rooms and website links for the chemical hazard 

communication program. Beth reported that the elevators will have no more than two people at a 

time. Andreea Minea reviewed resources for ‘office ergonomics’. Christine notified the committee 

of the construction fencing that will be surrounding Health Sciences Building near the Rotunda.  

 

HSC 5 – Liz Kindred said that HSC-5 did not meet in May.  

 

HSC 6 –Sarah O’Hara and Tamara Leonard said that HSC-6 met on May 21 via Zoom, reviewed 

their single OARS report, and approved the April meeting minutes. They discussed Phase-2 Return 

to Work policies, including procurement of supplies from Creative Communications, signage, and 

PPE recommendations. They asked for EH&S’ advice on social distancing and disinfecting while 

using shared restrooms. They also asked EH&S if doors could be propped open to reduce cleaning 

concerns on high touch surfaces. Denise Bender said EH&S is working on protocols to address 

these concerns. She indicated some doors can’t be propped open due to fire safety code 

requirements.  

 

HSC 7 – Martin Arroyo and Alexa Russo said that HSC-7 met on June 9 and reviewed May meeting 

minutes. They discussed COVID-19 resources on the EH&S website and the Governor’s four stages 

of re-opening. They have concerns about running labs safely. They highlighted heat-related 

injuries and prevention as their safety topic of the month.  

 

HSC 8 – Christopher Barrett said that HSC-8 met last month, had quorum, approved meeting 

minutes, reviewed University Wide meeting minutes, and reviewed an OARS report.  

 

HSC 9 – Colleen Irvin said that HSC-9 met on May 26 and approved the April meeting minutes. 

They didn’t have any OARS reports to review. They discussed the COVID-19 Back to Work Plans 

and resources. They heard that labs are overwhelmed with documentation, and request more 

information about the COVID supervisor role. They reviewed the Walking-Working Surface 

Checklist.  

 

HSC 10 – David Warren reported that HSC-10 met last month, reviewed OARS reports, and 

approved meeting minutes. They discussed the U-Wide meeting, and the COVID-19 Return to 

Work requirements such as the use of masks when conducting fieldwork. They also discussed ship 
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protocols and self-quarantine requirements. David Zuckerman was appointed as one of two 

COVID-19 Site Supervisors for UW Botanic Gardens.  

 

Faculty Senate Reports: Lesley Colby did not have any updates. 

 

7. Union Reports: Christine Kang and Amanda Clouser had no updates.   

   

8. Ex-Officio Reports: 

 

UW Facilities: Chris Pennington said that custodians are reporting back to work next week. UW 

Facilities will be publishing the UWF COVID-19 Return to Work Plan soon.  

  

Emergency Management: Steve Charvat has been coordinating the EOC virtually since early 

March. Emergency Management is transitioning to a response recovery stage, and continues to 

support various committees including the UW’s Advisory Committee on Communicable Diseases 

(ACCD). Steve indicated he is coordinating with the City of Seattle in response to the protests. He 

indicated that we should be preparing for an active wildfire season in the coming months.    

 

UWPD: Lt. Chris Jaross was not present.   

 

DEOHS: Rick Gleason said he had no updates.  

 

UW Tacoma: Susan Wagshul-Golden said that UWT is coordinating with Pierce County in 

preparation for a candle-light vigil scheduled for next week. They are expecting a large number of 

people and politicians at the event.   

 

Attorney General’s Office: Nancy Gwin reported that they are working on their return to work 

plans.   

 

Claims Services: Ken Nielsen had no updates.  

 

9. L&I updates: Erin McKeown reported that Labor & Industries (L&I) has opened an investigation 

into the death of a Harborview healthcare worker following a potential exposure to a COVID-19 

positive patient. L&I is currently conducting interviews.  

 

Katia Harb announced that EH&S will be reporting to the President’s Office beginning July 1. There 

will impacts to the structure of some of the health and safety committees. EH&S is working 

through the transition and will update the committees as soon as possible.  

 

EH&S has developed their own COVID-19 Prevention Plan.  

 

EH&S is recruiting a Public Health Specialist, Biosafety Manager, and Biosafety Officer.  
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EH&S posted a focus sheet on concussions. The Concussion Focus sheet is a reference on the 

EH&S Fall Protection webpage and is referenced in the Accident Prevention Plan.  

 

10. Good of the Order:  

 

11. Adjourn: Sonia adjourned the meeting at 4:00 pm. 

 

 

https://ehs-web01.s.uw.edu/system/files/resources/workplace-concussions-focus-sheet.pdf
https://ehs-web01.s.uw.edu/workplace/fall-protection
https://ehs-web01.s.uw.edu/system/files/resources/UniversityofWashingtonAPP.pdf

