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Addressing Chemical Storage & Accumulation
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Unattended Reactions and Safety Assessments
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Next Up:

Kelsey Abrams & Katie Anderson



Burke Museum Health and 
Safety Practices

Challenges of a New Building on Display
Kelsie Abrams, Fossil Preparation Laboratory Manager

Dr. Katie Anderson, Geology & Paleontology Collections Manager









Challenges of a New Building

• Lab spaces visible to the public

• Learning and adapting to new 
spaces



Visible Labs

• Public sees science in action

• Diverse activities and equipment

• Role models to visitors



Ambassadors of Safety Culture

• Promoting and demonstrating use 
of safe practices

• Public awareness of PPE and 
environmental controls



Role Models to Visitors

• Demonstrating that scientists do not 
follow stereotypes

• Inspiring future generations and 
increasing awareness

Chambers 1983



Adapting to New Spaces

• Communication and Collaboration

• Intradepartmental Training

• Multiple Response Kits

• Signage/communication



Hydrofluoric Lab

• Paleontology and Geology Department 
• Hydrofluoric Lab

• Response planning and training



Emergency Shower

• Water Flow

• Emergency Response



Thank You!

• Burke Museum Operations Department

• Dr. Christopher Schiller

• Burke Museum Lab Management Staff (Dr. Sharon 
Birks!)

• Alex Hagen, UW Environmental Health and Safety



Supporting a Culture of 
Safety
Stephanie Harrington (she/her)
Associate Dean, Administration, College of the Environment



Nags and Nudges

• Catastrophes

• Calendars

• Cages

• Carrots
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