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IDENTIFICATION

SEGREGATION

CONTAINMENT

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON MEDICAL CENTER BIOMEDICAL WASTESTREAMS

• Human or animal blood or blood products
• Cultures and stocks of etiologic agents, and
• Laboratory equipment contaminated with the

above listed biohazards

Human blood and 
body fluids 

Solid biohazardous 
waste 

Place in a biohazard 
labeled bag.  Liquid 

waste is contained in 
sealed plastic or glass

Sharps waste (e.g., 
needles, syringes, razor 

blades, lancets, scalpels)

Place in a rigid, red 
plastic biohazard 
labeled sharps 

container.

Pathological waste (e.g. 
human source biopsy 

materials, tissues, 
anatomical parts)

Place material into a 
biohazard bag which is 

put into a cardboard box 
and sealed and labeled.

Operatory 
Liquid Waste

Liquid is 
collected in a 

Glass or plastic laboratory equipment that 
could puncture a plastic bag (e.g., 

serological pipettes, glass test tubes, 
glass slides)

Hazardous medical 
laboratory glassware

P k l b t

Nonhazardous 
laboratory glassware

Package laboratory 
l i li d

Collected in 
special CONTAINMENT

TREATMENT *

DISPOSAL

* Biological decontamination guidelines can be found in the UWMC Administrative Policies & Procedures and UWMC Infectious Control Policies & Procedures gm 2-09

sealed plastic or glass 
containers.  Transport in 
a leakproof secondary 

container.

A portion of 
waste 

generated by 
Laboratory 
Medicine is 
autoclaved 

on-site.

Biomedical waste 
is transported and 

autoclaved by 
Environmental 
Services (598-

6181).

Dispose via 
sanitary sewer.

Autoclaved waste is compacted into a 
municipal waste transport container for 

disposal as municipal waste.

Sharps containers are 
transported and 
autoclaved by 

Environmental Services
(598-6181).

Sterilized sharps containers are 
transferred to long haul sharps waste 
box by Environment Services.  Waste 

Management, disposes autoclaved 
sharps as Special Waste.

Human pathological 
waste is cremated on-

site.

Ashes are either 
returned to family or 

buried at a designated 
UW site at local 

cemetery.

co ected a
medical 
vacuum.

Package laboratory 
glassware in biohazard 

bag, then in heavy 
cardboard box.  Seal 

box and label box with 
biohazard label and 

LABORATORY GLASS 
tape.

Autoclave.

glassware in a lined 
heavy cardboard box.  

Seal with 
LABORATORY GLASS 

tape.

Place LABORATORY 
GLASSWARE box next 

to regular trash 
container for pickup by 
Environmental Services 

and disposal with 
municipal waste.

spec a
container.

http://www.ehs.washington.edu/manuals/BSManual/index.htm�
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