
Biomedical Waste Laboratory Glassware Sharps Waste Animal Carcasses

IDENTIFICATION

SEGREGATION

HARBORVIEW RESEARCH AND TRAINING BUILDING BIOMEDICAL WASTESTREAMS

• Human or animal blood or blood products
• Animal bedding from infected animals
• Cultures and stocks of etiologic agents, and
• Laboratory equipment contaminated with the

above listed biohazards

Liquid 
biohazardous 

waste

Solid biohazardous waste 

Sharps waste (e.g., 
needles, syringes, 

razor blades, lancets, 
scalpels)

Place in a rigid, red 
plastic biohazard 
labeled sharps 

container.  When full, 
tape the lids of the 
containers closed.  
The containers are 
placed beside red 
l ti bi di l

Dead animals (e.g., mice rats, rabbits)

Nonhazardous 
waste

Infectious waste
(e.g., ABSL-2, 

ABSL-3 animals)

Package animal in

Glass or plastic laboratory 
equipment that could 
puncture a plastic bag 

(e.g., serological pipettes, 
glass test tubes, glass 

slides).

Nonhazardous laboratory 
glassware

CONTAINMENT

TREATMENT *

DISPOSAL

* Biological decontamination guidelines can be found in the UW Biosafety Manual Section IV. D. gm 2-09

Collect waste in red plastic 
biomedical waste container 

equipped with a red plastic liner, 
tight fitting lid and biohazard label.  
When the container is full, liner is 
tied or taped closed by laboratory 

personnel.

Dispose via 
sanitary sewer.

Environmental Services 
transports full containers to a 
secure indoor storage area.  

Contact Environmental Services 
(206) 731-3131 to arrange for 
service.  Stericycle transports 

containers to an off-site treatment 
facility.

plastic biomedical 
waste containers.  The 

PI's name and lab 
location must be 

marked on container.  
Environmental 

Services places the 
containers into the 
biomedical waste 

containers.

Environmental 
Services transports full 
containers to a secure 
indoor storage area.  

Contact Environmental 
Services (206) 731-
3131 to arrange for 
service.  Stericycle 

transports containers 
to an off-site treatment 

facility.

Collect liquid in a 
labeled leakproof 

container.

Add a universally 
effective chemical 

disinfectant or 
autoclave.

Package animal in 
two plastic bags; 

place in one of the 
corridor 

refrigerators.  
Comparative 

Medicine transports 
bagged waste to a 

locked walkin 
freezer.

Package animal in 
two biohazard labeled 
plastic bags; place in 

the biohazard 
refrigerator.  

Comparative Medicine 
transports bagged 
waste to a locked 
infectious waste 

walkin freezer.  There 
they are placed in 

cardboard shipping 
containers.

Nonhazardous 
carcasses are 

removed by Waste 
Management for 

disposal with 
municipal waste.

Stericycle transports 
containers off-site 
for incineration.

Package laboratory 
glassware in a heavy 

cardboard box labeled 
with PI's name and lab 

location.  Seal with 
LABORATORY GLASS 

tape.

Place LABORATORY 
GLASSWARE box next to 
regular trash container for 
pickup by Environmental 

Services and disposal with 
municipal waste.

http://www.ehs.washington.edu/manuals/BSManual/index.htm�
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